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Hundreds of thousands of un-
tested rape kits are backlogged 
in police storage facilities across 
the country due to budget or 

otherwise could be used to help 
take serial offenders off the 
street.

This startling statistic sur-
faced this month in Ontario at 

the annual Southwest Confer-
-

sented at the Ontario Airport 
Hotel and Conference Center by 
the National Women’s Coalition 
Against Violence and Exploita-
tion.

This year’s 2018 National 
Journalism Impact Award was 
presented at the conference to 

Cleveland investigative reporter honored for her impact on reducing nation’s backlog of rape kits

reporter with “The Plain Dealer” 

-

-

-

Dissell for the award.
The Joyful Heart Foundation 

-
ing for funding to test the back-

-

prosecuting rape cases.

number (of backlogged rape 
kits) because only some state 

and no federal 
agencies require 
that police de-
partments count 
or track the kits 
in their posses-

said.  “Yet too of-
ten the decision 
is made not to 
test those kits.”

Schwartz said 
in addition to a 
lack of resourc-

unwi l l ingness 
among many 
law enforcement 
agencies to pri-
oritize and dedi-

-
sources to sexual 
assault cases and 
to treat sexual as-
sault as the seri-

ous crime that it is.”
She added that more than with 

enforcement frequently disbe-

of sexual assault.
She said her organization is 

working to launch a national 

Setting the tone of her Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. celebration 
address based on the words of 

President Dr. Soraya Coley 

the words of the poem “Still I 
Rise” are “so simple yet pro-
found.”

“While they acknowledge 

they also capture the struggles 

said.
“But as with Dr. King’s own 

Cal Poly’s Dr. Soraya Coley calls on young people at Martin Luther 
King celebration to have mindset of ‘inspiration and hope’

“Up from a past that’s rooted in pain I rise.”
“Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, I am the dream and the hope of the slave.”
                                                      Excerpted from “Still I Rise” By Dr. Maya Angelou

Dr. Soraya Coley

-
ing that “Dr. King said only in 
the darkness can you see the 
stars.”

Coley was the keynote 
speaker last week at the 36th 
annual celebration presented 
by the Pomona Inland Valley 
Martin Luther King Jr. Proj-

-
grim Congregational Church.

Coley posed a question to 
the young people in the audi-

-
clusion... why do we rise.”

“Why in the face of all that 

OHIO REPORTER RECEIVES TRAFFICKING HONOR -- Ra-
chel Dissell, at left, an investigative reporter for the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer, receives the 2018 National Journalism Impact 
Award from Michelle Bart, President and Co-Founder of the Na-

King celebration... pg. 2



2 • Thursday, January 25, 2018 • La Nueva Voz

-

-
lined four chief elements “that 
enable our rising.”

-
-
-

-
cumstances you are in that with 

and high expectations that you 
can accomplish your goals?”

Coley told the story of Har-

famous “conductor” of the “Un-
derground Railroad” that helped 

to freedom in the north.
Tubman was known for mak-

ing 19 trips leading hundreds of 

Coley questioned what it was 
that led her to continually go 

the south risking her life or her 

others out.
-

she was beaten and punished 

may be in physical bondage but 

-

“Dr. Martin Luther King 

Coley said.  “So through 
our faith we are trusting 
the unseen and knowing 

Coley explained that the 

aligned with the theme 
of this year’s celebra-

times make us a stronger 
community.”

-

said.  “Often we can feel alone 
or disconnected from others as 

times.”
She described the “despair and 

of defeat and despair on one end 
and hope and determination on 
the other.

“And the difference often 
comes in whether you feel con-
nected to a community of caring 

Coley said.  
“The strength 
comes in con-
necting with 
others who 
face or empa-
thize with our 

circumstances.”

affects one directly affects all 

-
til you are what you ought to be.  
This is the interrelated structure 
of reality.”

-
ables us to rise is the access and 

-

-

don’t feel safe are more likely to 
grow up with fewer options for 
social and economic security and 

“But it is through 
our leaders across 
all sectors joined 
with parents and 
community and 
working together 
that progress and 

“As Cesar 

we cannot seek 

about the progress 
and prosperity for 

Coley said.  “Our 
ambitions must be broad enough 
to include the aspirations and the 
needs of others.”

She linked that concept to her 
work as President of Cal Poly.

“We see our role is to work 
in partnership throughout the 
region to foster aspirations and 
build expectations and work 

schools so that our young people 

King celebration... from pg. 1

Members of the Inland Conservatory for the Performing Arts in Ontario perform 

ZENNIE CUMMINGS AWARD
-

SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD WINNERS 
-

-
-
-

-
-

King celebration...pg. 14
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Health care and education 

Bright Prospect next month as 

succeeding Stephanie Campbell 
who is retiring after 16 years 
as the organization’s founding 

to a news release.
“I am excited for the 

opportunity to lead Bright 
Prospect into the future and 
build on the accomplishments it 

forward to working with Bright 
Prospect’s remarkable students 

such an important role.”

Women’s and Children’s Health 

Medical Center in Los Angeles 

New executive director to join Pomona’s Bright Prospect
relations at the UCLA School of 
Nursing.

by raising funds for academic 

to increase parent capacity and 
the construction of new schools.

board trustee at the Westside 
Neighborhood School and is a 
past board member of Bright Star 

of the Planning and Land Use 
Committee for City Council 

for the Hispanas Organized 
for Political Equality Political 
Action Committee.

She is a graduate of 
Middlebury College in Vermont 

business administration degree 

Malibu.
“We are thrilled for Elizabeth 

founder and board chair of 
Bright Prospect.  “After an 

“She has demonstrated a long-
term commitment to the non-

and a real passion for Bright 

added.
Campbell will continue to 

work as a consultant to Bright 
Prospect and will be the honoree 
at Bright Prospect’s annual 
gala scheduled for April 20 
at the Padua Hills Theatre in 
Claremont.

Bright Prospect empowers 

students to get to and through 

college students from Pomona 
and Ontario.

More than 86 percent of 
Bright Prospect’s students 
complete at least a bachelor’s 

generation students nationally.

Attention golfers!  Pomona’s 

Course is expected to re-open in 
the next three to six months fol-
lowing the Pomona City Coun-

contract with a Chino company.

hiring young adults as corps 
members to help clean up and 
maintain the facility.

City councilmembers last 
-

ana Robledo that was second-

unanimously to adopt a resolu-
-

League for use and operation of 
the golf course.

The initial lease term will be 

automatically renewable for 

-

-
ments into the property.

-
opment will enable the Conser-

-
reer path for young adults ages 
18 to 25 looking for a second 
chance.

He said Corps members are 
able to get paid while they work 
and learn.

responsible for all maintenance 
and operational costs of the 

Pomona’s Palm Lake Golf Course 
expected to re-open!

The new operator will be 
responsible for all water and 
maintenance costs associated 
with the golf course.

The 56-year-old nine-hole 

closed a year ago after an un-
successful three-year attempt 

Pomona’s Madison Elementary 

to fully rehabilitate the golf 
-

greens and fairways and a re-
placement for the abandoned 

and make repairs to all course 
lighting.

And the city’s water depart-
-

cled water to the golf course to 
reduce the facility’s impact on 

-
til 10 p.m. (later on weekends) 
with nine holes (weekday adult 
non-members) for $10 or $11 
on weekends.  Members and 
Pomona residents would play 
for $8 on weekdays and $9 on 
weekends.

25-year-old company owned by 

also owns Fox Nurseries which 
recently completed the beau-

Colina Hospital and Centers for 
Healthcare.

Call Renee Barbee
V.P. of Ad Sales and Operations

(909) 629-2292
Board Member,

Pomona Chamber of Commerce
www.lanuevavoz.net

Need to advertise 
in La Nueva Voz?
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VISITING HIS HIGH SCHOOL COACH 

-

who graduated from Diamond Ranch in 2014, is looking forward to going into his senior 

my honey woke me up begging me 
to take him to the Dollar Tree in 
Chino. He wanted to buy Christ-
mas lights for next Christmas. I 

said. “Sale?!” I thought. “Aren’t 
they always on sale for $1.00!”

I reluctantly started my daily 
routine so we could go on this little 
trek. I guess the Black Friday fren-

to go shopping.
The truth is my sweetie is a 

shopaholic and he’s like a kid when 
-

pecially on Christmas. I can’t resist 
the look on his face when he gets 

parking lot and I got lucky. I got a 
handicapped parking spot right in 
front of our destination. I hopped 
out of the car and gingerly made 
my way toward the store. My hon-
ey was right behind me.

I suddenly felt like my feet were 
going on their own toward the plate 
glass window next to the Dollar 
Tree. I was falling and trying to stop 

racing to the window. I thought to 
-

I knew I crashed full force into 
the metal frame around the glass 
window. My head and forehead 
split wide open! I fell back and my 
honey came to my rescue. I stuck 

felt my bare skull. My next thought 
was—“I’m dying here in front of 
the dang Dollar Tree!” 

The Big Fall - Cuentito      By Susie Perales

-

looked blurry. My honey bunny 
held my hand and reassured me 
I wasn’t going to die. He was my 

people showed up who said they 
were nurses. In minutes someone 

bleeding.
The ambulance got there quick. 

They dropped me off at the ER and 
the doctor ordered one of the ER 
nurses to put a neck brace on me.

Then I had to face the next step. 
STITCHES! The numbing shots 

-
ery stitch. The pain was excruciat-
ing and worse than the pain from 
the fall. At least that’s what it felt 
like at the time. 

hubby laughing. I was laughing at 
-

larious when they are desperately 
trying hard not to fall. And I must 

into the store through the window!
The next day I decided to get 

in the tub and relax my twisted 
muscles. My knee was a mess. I 
wrapped it up in plastic to keep it 
dry. But when it was time to get 

My arm and back hurt so bad I had 
no strength to pull myself out! I 
banged on the wall and yelled for 

house. I felt so embarrassed as I sat 

to pull me out like I was Dumbo! 

dang tub by myself! It’s not easy to 
suck in your gut when you’re an 
old abuelita.

-

to help my babe pull me out of the 

and told my honey to pull harder 
and get me the hell out of there!

Editors note:  We are glad our 
friend Susie is feeling better!
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Inspired by Dr. 
Martin Luther 

community inter-

two local chapters 
of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority 

-
enth annual MLK 

Sunday Supper 
this month at Cla-

-
remont.

of more than 60 
community mem-
bers from the Po-
mona Valley area 
discussed issues 

-
show of images 
chronicling the 
history of black 
people in America 

-

the Epsilon Eta Omega and Sig-
ma Rho Chapters of Alpha Kap-

Alpha Kappa Alpha hosts annual ‘MLK Day of Service Sunday Supper’

-
dent for Student Affairs of the 

-

-

the Black Cham-
ber of Commerce-
Inland Empire.

Sorority mem-
bers continued 
the celebration the 
following morn-
ing on Martin Lu-

with a breakfast 

at the Pomona 
Valley Christian 

-
ship with Webb 
Family Enter-
p r i ses /McDon-
ald’s and the Farm 
Store at Cal Poly 
Pomona.  

More than 100 
men and women 
in transition from 
winter shelter 

breakfast sand-

along with cloth-
ing and toiletry 

items.

It was the group’s 11th year 

Day Off” on Martin Luther King 

effort commemorating King’s 
legacy.

- Easel painting
- Do it yourself personalized ceramics 
- Canvas
* All materials included! 

KolorCubz brings the 
ART to your pARTy!

You can host your Birthday celebration at our location 
inside Plaza West Covina (parties from 10-15) or 

for larger parties, we can bring the fun to your place.

Email: love2paint@kolorcubz.com 
Website: wwwkolorcubz.com 

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING SUNDAY 
SUPPER 

-

graduate student at Claremont 

112 Plaza Drive
West Covina, CA 91790

For more information contact us at 
909-997-5912 or 909-957-0895
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Fairplex President and CEO Miguel Santana and Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, at center, help promoters of the show cut the 

REACHING OUT AT ASIAN AMERICAN EXPO 
-

-

-

Please visit our web site at

www.lanuevavoz.net
to see the latest issue of 

La Nueva Voz, past issues and more!
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ASIAN AMERICAN EXPO 2018 AT FAIRPLEX

GOOD LUCK WITH 
MONEY

-

-

-

-

SPECIALIZING IN BONE CHINA CERAMICS
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rape kit reform legislation in all 
50 states, and has established 
six “pillars of reform” includ-
ing mandating annual statewide 
inventory to monitor progress, 
and providing survivors with 
the right to receive information 
about the status of the rape kits.

To date, she said, only eight 
states nationwide have laws on 
the books mandating the testing 
of both backlogs and new rape 
kits.

Only one state, Texas, has en-
acted legislation covering all six 
“pillars.”

California, meanwhile, has ad-
opted legislation for only two of 
the pillars, and those laws were 
passed only last year.

She said California law does 
not require law enforcement 
agencies to count, track or test 
rape kits.

“In fact, we have no idea how 
big the backlog is here in Cali-
fornia,” Schwartz said, refer-
ring an audience of about 100 to 
the endthebacklog.org web site 
to view the status of individual 
states.

Actually, Pomona Police De-
partment Capt. Mike Ellis, who 
heads the department’s investi-
gative services section, told La 
Nueva Voz a new law went into 
effect this month in California 
requiring tracking of rape kits 

using a statewide database.
He said Pomona is in good 

shape on rape kits and really 
has no backlog at all – just 10 
kits that are currently being pro-
cessed or are in line for process-
ing.

“We’re fortunately on top of 
it,” Ellis said.

Pomona relies on the Los An-
geles County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment crime lab for the actual 
processing, he said.  That lab is 
available to all police agencies in 
the county.

“We have made a tremendous 
amount of progress in the South-
west this year, actually more than 
any other region combined, and 
I believe that with advocacy and 
support we can get these other 
states to join Texas in provid-
ing true accountability and full 
reform,” Schwartz said, adding 

mandating tracking and testing 
of every kit.

Schwartz said Dissell pub-
lished an eight-part series 10 
years ago about a teen who was 
sexually assaulted and then shot 
in the face by an abusive ex-boy-
friend, an incident that helped 
lead to change in two Ohio laws.

“In the wake of Rachel’s re-
porting, Cleveland’s police chief 
began sending the kits to a state 
lab for testing and Ohio’s at-

torney general issued 
an open call for other 
departments to follow 
suit in sending their 
older untested kits,” 
Schwartz said.

“To date, 13,931 
kits have been submit-
ted and are projected 
to be tested this year,” 
she added.  “Her work 
has become a model 
for how reporters can 
become agents for 
change.”

Dissell thanked the 
National Women’s Co-

alition Against Violence and Ex-
ploitation for “the work that you 
guys do in raising awareness and 

-

She also thanked the group 
for honoring journalists “at a 
time when beating up on them 
is sometimes a little more in 
vogue.”

“In this movement to end sex-
ual assault and exploitation, I re-
ally do think that we all have a 
role to play,” Dissell said.

The coalition began honoring 
journalists in 2010 to recognize 
excellence of a journalist who 
uses the power of media to high-

STEREO CHICKENS
-

-

-

Reporter honored... from pg. 1

WALK AGAINST EXPLOITATION
-

Celebrity Gloria Loring performs her 
well-known theme from “The Facts of 
Life” television show at the gala din-

conference presented by the National 

and Exploitation.  Loring served as the 

was the honorary chair of the event.

light on-going violence through 
coverage of news with local, na-

-
cance.

The National Women’s Coali-
tion Against Violence and Ex-
ploitation is a volunteer-operated 

headquartered in Vancouver, 

Washington, Oregon and Cali-
fornia that works to inform, edu-
cate and prevent violence and 
exploitation against women and 
children nationally and interna-
tionally.

-
cial media partner” at the event.

Singer and actress Gloria 
Loring, honorary chair of this 
month’s Southwest Conference 

believes women today are go-
ing public with their claims of  
sexual abuse against politicians, 
actors and producers because it 
“reaches a point at which people 
say enough.”

Loring, who co-composed and 
sang the “Facts of Life” televi-
sion theme song among others, 
and who played “Liz Chandler” 
on “Days of Our Lives,” told La 
Nueva Voz in an interview that 
sometimes women “blank out” 
abuse, as she did.

She said she was the victim 
of “inappropriately sexualized 
contact with my father when he 
was drunk when I was three” 
but did not begin the healing 
process until she was in her 40s.

“I certainly understand the 
shame and the reticence – wom-
en hold this information about 
what happened to them for de-
cades because they know that 
no one will believe them or they 
will be talking about men of 
power who just elbow their way 
sexually through the female 
population and take whatever 
they want,” she said.

Loring, a resident of Lake Ar-
rowhead, said “enough women 
come forward that even though 
others don’t want to believe it, 
there are enough people who 
say ‘wait a minute.’”

Asked if the legal system is 
doing its job, she said it is hard 
for her to say “but people have 
to press charges and a lawyer 
has to say you have a case.”

“It’s not perfect but at least 
we have it,” she added.  “There 

are countries where you can get 
away with raping a 13-year-old 
if you marry her.”

And on “sexting,” she said 
young women “don’t under-
stand what they are doing.”

“I’m sure it’s exciting and 
titillating and they think, like, 
they are something really spe-
cial and what they are doing is 
demeaning themselves and they 
don’t understand and they will 

“Very often some of these 
kids are not getting the kind 
of love and attention that they 
need at home, so it’s the atten-
tion they are going for, but they 
are getting the attention inap-
propriately and eventually it 
wears on their spirit and their 
soul,” Loring said.

She was asked about Pomo-

Singer and actress Gloria Loring says recent 
sexual abuse claims are result of people saying ‘enough’
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Jaime Perez, a young resident 
of South Pomona’s Angela-
Chanslor neighborhood, once 
told Pomona City Councilmem-
ber Cristina Carrizosa at a plan-
ning meeting that a new park 
near his home would never hap-
pen.

But he was present on a cloudy 
Saturday morning this month 
to cut the ribbon – along with 
the other residents who worked 

-
cially open the new Esperanza y 
Alegria Park.

“The children . . . kind of lost 
hope that the park was going to 
be built,” Carrizosa said.  “And I 
can understand (Jaime’s) frustra-
tion because this certainly took 
time and yet here we are.  And 
he is here.”

Spanish, said she came to the 
Angela-Chanslor area in 1993 
and saw a lot of trash right out 
front but, as a new member of the 
council, she wasn’t quite sure of 
what to do.  And she was frus-
trated because there were no re-
sources.

“So the only thing I knew what 
to do was start cleaning,” she 
said, explaining that she started 
picking up papers.  Others in the 
neighborhood began helping and 
came out with brooms.

“And that was the beginning 
of my work here in the Angela-
Chanslor projects,” she added.

“(The residents) never stopped 
believing that the park would be 
constructed some day,” Carrizo-
sa said.

Neighborhood residents cut ribbon to open new park

COUNCILMEMBER CRISTINA CARRIZOSA ASKS RESIDENTS TO CUT THE 
RIBBON

-

-

OFFICIALS TURN OUT FOR OPENING OF NEW PARK

-

-

POMONA YOUTH ORCHESTRA PERFORMS AT PARK OPENING 

The new neigh-
borhood Esperanza 
y Alegria Park, 
Spanish for “hope 
and joy,” is located 
at 2381 Angela St. 
in Pomona.

“This community 
is changing – let’s 
never go back,” 
Carrizosa said.  
“Let’s continue 
moving forward.  
This is a new com-
munity, new chil-
dren, Esperanza y 
Alegria, that’s what 
we want in this part 
of the city.”

And, Carrizosa 
said, the park grand 
opening and ribbon 
cutting was not a 
“traditional” ribbon 
cutting by elected 

“Today we are 
going to let the peo-
ple who live here 
do it,” she said.

The park, for-
merly the Angela-
Chanslor “Pocket” 
Park, provides a 
new playground 
area with a chil-
dren’s slide and 
climbing wall with 
safety surfacing, a 
combination bas-
ketball and volley-
ball court, benches and a picnic 
table.

While the city funded most 

Chanslor neighborhood get the hang of the new slide.

Councilmember Cristina Carrizosa

of the project, about 20 percent 
of the costs came through grant 
funding from the Los Angeles 
County Regional Park and Open 
Space District, created after vot-
ers approved Proposition A, the 
Safe Neighborhood Parks Act, in 
1992 which provided $540 mil-
lion in grant funds.

“This small park will make a 
big difference in helping create a 
safe and healthy environment for 
the children of Pomona,” Car-
rizosa said.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
told 150 residents, community 

that Carrizosa “worked incred-
ibly hard to ensure that families 
feel safe and that families feel 
heard.”

He said the park is one of six 
on-going park projects in the 
city.

Mayor Tim Sandoval New park... pg. 14
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To make arrangements for school classes 

AGRIscapes

http://agriscapes.cpp.edu.

Dr. Phil Pumerantz, who 
founded what became Pomona’s 
Western University of Health 
Sciences and served as its presi-
dent for 38 years, died last month 
at his home in Upland.  He was 
85.

At the time of his retirement in 
September 2015, Pumerantz was 
the second-longest serving sitting 
president of a college or univer-
sity in the U.S.

“This is a tremendous loss – 
Phil was a singular soul, most 
congenial yet indomitable and in-
trepid,” said Dr. Dan Wilson, who 
succeeded Pumerantz as the uni-

will be keenly felt across the uni-
versity community, throughout 
health professions education and 
the many communities WesternU 
serves.”

A native of New London, Con-
necticut, Pumerantz served in the 
U.S. Army in West Germany for 
two years during the Korean War 
and, upon returning to the United 

family to go to college.
With the help of the GI Bill, he 

completed a bachelor’s degree 

DR. PHIL PUMERANTZ 

-

Services held for Western University founder Dr. Phil Pumerantz
in history at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut and 

educator teaching history 
to students at Waterford 
High School in Water-
ford, Connecticut.

After serving as princi-
pal at a junior high school 

he earned his master’s 
and doctoral degrees in 
education administration, 
receiving his doctoral de-
gree from the University 
of Connecticut and going 
to work for the University 
of Bridgeport School of 
Education.

In the early 1970s, he 
began consulting for the 
American Osteopathic 
Association in Chicago, 
and by 1976 became their 
director of education.

He was recruited by a group 
of osteopathic physicians who 
wanted to “rebuild” the profes-
sion in California and, in 1977, 
the College of Osteopathic Medi-

became Western University – 

was born in an abandoned shop-
ping center in Pomona.

Since then, the college has 
been joined by eight sister col-
leges encompassing allied health 
professions, pharmacy, graduate 
nursing, veterinary medicine, 
dental medicine, podiatric medi-

cine, optometry and graduate 
biomedical sciences.

The university today occupies 
a 25-acre campus that anchors 
Downtown Pomona.

More than 3,900 students are 
enrolled in 21 programs based on 
the Pomona campus and a second 
campus in Lebanon, Oregon.

More than 15,000 Western Uni-
versity alumni practice around 
the world who carry Pumerantz’ 

philosophy of delivering human-
istic, compassionate care.

He is survived by his wife of 
57 years, Harriet Krinsky Pumer-
antz, their three children Andrew 
(and his wife, Dana), Beth, and 
Richard (and his wife, Brigitta), 

-
er, Howard Pumerantz.

Services were held at Mount 
Sinai Memorial Park in Simi Val-
ley.

Copyright © 2018 South Coast Media Services



Smiles & Tears CFS 
Foster Family Agency

925 N. Garey Ave., Pomona
e-mail: admin@smilesandtears.org

Contact us for more information.
Comuniquese con nosotros para más información.

Resource Parents Needed
Necesitamos Padres de Recursos

Every child deserves a loving and caring home.
Cada niño merece un hogar con amor y cuidado.

Requirements / Requísitos

Agency will provide:

CHAMBER NETWORKING ON THE FARM -
-

-

-
-

-

-

na’s own Holt Avenue corridor 

describe as “nationally known” 
for its prostitution activity.  Just 
this month a 17-year-old girl 
was rescued from human traf-

said.
“Very often children try to 

escape really bad home lives 
by going out – they might be 
17, they might be 18 – and they 
get out there and they suddenly 
realize in order to survive, in or-
der to have food, they have to 
put out,” Loring said.

“And then they get caught 
and they are so ashamed and 
they don’t know what else to 
do,” she added.  “A lot of times 
gay kids are kicked out of their 
homes because the creator made 
them gay and they get blamed 
for it by supposedly religious 
people and they go out and in 
order to survive they have to 
sell themselves.”

“It’s a horror that moves my 
heart so deeply,” she said.  “I 
know the occasions in my life 
when I was placed in compro-
mising situations.  I can only 
imagine having to survive day 
to day by doing things which 
are abhorrent to me.”

Loring is the author of the 
book “Coincidence is God’s 
Way of Remaining Anony-

on Daytime Dramas and Divine 
Intervention.”  The book pro-
vides insight into how everyone 
can use coincidence to trans-
form their life.

Michelle Bart, President and 
Co-Founder of the National 
Women’s Coalition Against 
Violence and Exploitation, pre-
senters of the conference, said 
her organization began as a per-
sonal project in 2009 when she 
was a member of Soroptimist 

coalition itself was founded in 
2012.

Bart, formerly of Southern 
California but now a resident 
of Vancouver, Washington, 
and herself a survivor of rape, 
presents the annual conference 
alternating between Southern 
California and Vancouver.

“If you look beneath the sur-
face at everybody, we all have 
some form of violence in our 

past,” she said.
She acknowledged that most 

of those attending the confer-
ence this year were from South-
ern California.  But she said the 
problem is everywhere.

“As long as there’s the inter-
net, there’s always going to be 
a situation with predators,” Bart 
said.  “The internet is not the 
entire root of all evil but it is the 
majority.  So the internet can be 
a friend or a foe.”

“As long as kids continue 
to be lured away, as long as 
women are continuously raped 
or boys are raped, then there is 
going to continuously be a need 
for awareness and education,” 
she added.  “We’re happy to or-
ganize the conference to bring 
together the experts, the survi-
vors and the people that make a 
conference work.”

“We wouldn’t keep doing it if 
it wasn’t making some kind of 

an impact,” Bart said.
Bart told La Nueva Voz the 

conference by design is held 
each year at the time of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day and, an 
hour later, opened the evening’s 
program saying “I had a dream 
of a world without modern day 
slavery.”

Some 230 people from 
throughout California, 11 states 
and two countries attended the 
week-long conference.

People saying ‘enough’... from pg. 10 Pomona 
‘State of the City’ 

set for Feb. 1
Pomona Mayor Tim Sando-

val and members of the Pomona 
City Council have invited mem-
bers of the public – and fami-
lies – to this year’s “State of the 
City” presentation, scheduled 
for 6:45 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, 
at Pomona’s Fox Theater.

since Sandoval and three new 
councilmembers were elected in 
November 2016.

expected to “share successes and 
challenges” as well as “highlight 
some under celebrated commu-
nity members who make our Po-
mona beautiful.”

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Fox Theater is located at 301 

S. Garey Ave. in Downtown Po-
mona.

For more information, call 
(909) 620-2052.

Your insert here! 
Call (909) 629-2292
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believe that they can attain 
a college education,” Coley 
said.

And while that philosophy 
extends to all 23 campuses 
of the California State Uni-
versity system, Coley said 
it is estimated that by 2030 
“California will need one 
million more bachelor-pre-
pared individuals than we 
are projected to provide.”

“This means that we must 
all drive hard to prepare all 
of our young people to prog-
ress and achieve,” she added.

Coley called on the young 
people in the audience to 
“have a mindset and an at-
titude of inspiration and 
hope rather than despair and 
helplessness.”

“Remove the have nots, 
the can nots, the do nots that 
I have in my mind,” Coley 
said, reading from a prayer 
for young people by an unknown 
author, “especially the thought 

KING PROJECT PRESIDENT -
-

Sandoval added that the 
city is several months away 
from opening a homeless 
service center to “assist our 
homeless to help them get 
their lives back . . . (and) to 
make sure that we get our 
homeless out of our parks.”

In addition, he said the 
city council and staff are 
working on a program to 
station park “rangers” at 
“every park or every other 
park to ensure that when 
you go to the park that it’s 
a safe place, it’s a clean 
place.”

“As a city, we are doing 
everything we can to ensure 
that our parks are clean and 
that our parks are safe,” 
Sandoval said.

New Park... from pg. 11

King celebration... from pg. 2
woman to serve in that role.

Participating at the event in 
the presentation of this year’s 
“Youth Social Justice Award” 
winners were State Sen. Connie 

District Board President Dr. 
Roberta Perlman, Pomona City 

Councilmembers Rubio Gonza-
lez and Cristina Carrizosa and 
representatives of Congress-
woman Norma Torres and Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Hil-
da Solis.

Also present were representa-
tives of the Latina/Latino Round-

table of the San Gabriel and 
Pomona Valley, Pomona Valley 
Branch of the NAACP, National 
Council of Negro Women Pomo-
na Valley Section, and long-time 
supporters of the event Reggie 
and René Webb of Webb Family 
Enterprises, among others.

that I am not good enough.”
Coley is the sixth President of 
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For more information:  (626) 409-4960

Now three locations in Pomona to serve you!

2091 N. Towne Ave. (at La Verne Avenue)
Completely remodeled, open 24 hours (beginning Fall 2017)!

75 cents wash, free dry!

457 W. Holt Ave. (at Wisconsin Street)
Upgrades in progress!  Open 24 hours!

$1.50 wash, free dry!

744 E. Holt Ave. (at San Antonio Avenue)
Upgrades in progress!  Open 24 hours!
$1.25 wash, dry 25 cents for 20 minutes!

Clean, 

state-of-the-art, 

updated 

equipment!

BOOK SIGNING AT AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM

-

-

-

A free community health fair 
featuring fun and games as well 
as free health screenings is sched-
uled for Saturday, Feb. 3 in Clare-
mont – all courtesy of a 13-year-
old Boy Scout who is producing 
the health fair as his Eagle Scout 
project.

Shahin Amani, who has been 
in Boy Scouts since he was six 
years old as a “Tiger Cub Scout,” 
said it is his goal to “become a ca-
pable adult, a responsible person 
and show myself to be a valuable 
leader within my family, commu-
nity, school and within scouting.”

“I feel that the Boy Scout orga-
nization has provided me with a 

Free community health fair to be held in Claremont as part of Eagle Scout project
foundation which will teach me to 
acquire my dreams and set attain-
able goals,” he added.

He previously received the 
highest ranking in Cub Scouts, 
the Arrow of Light, and is “well 
within reach of the highest rank in 
Boy Scouts – Eagle rank.”

The health fair, on the theme 
“Health fair – wellness at work,” 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Feb. 3 at El Roble Middle School, 
at 665 N. Mountain Ave., Clare-
mont.

Sponsor of the event is Inland 
Valley Hope Partners, a regional 
food bank that also provides shel-
ter and other services to the home-

less and others in need.
Amani’s goal, he said, is to edu-

cate people about their health and 
safety “to reduce injuries and save 
lives by empowering our commu-
nity to make positive life-chang-
ing decisions.”

Included will be vision screen-
ings, blood pressure testing, orth-
odontic screenings, cholesterol 
and glucose testing, stress man-
agement and more.

In addition, Boy Scouts from 
Amani’s Troop 402 in Claremont 
will be on hand to help teach the 

preparedness, outdoor safety, 



DAVE LOPEZ APPEARS AT POMONA PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION EVENT

-

Assistance League of Pomona Valley
Cordially invites you to a 

Valentine Tea
Come and enjoy our Bake Sale, Opportunity Baskets, 

Cash Drawing and Door Prizes at historic

Ebell Club
585 East Holt Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767

Sunday, February 11, 2018
Doors will open at 12:30 pm and tea service will commence at 1:00 pm

$40 per person
Make checks payable to Assistance League of Pomona Valley 

and mail, along with any seating preference (8 maximum per table), to: 
Assistance League of Pomona Valley

655 North Palomares Street, Pomona, CA 91767-4703
Please RSVP by February 3, 2018

Participate with us in “Legacy of Literature” by bringing a new book for a child in grades K-8. 
Your generous donation will be given to a young book lover as part of our Operation School Bell® program.

For further information, please contact Lisa Frazier 
by telephone: (909) 268-5742 or by email: lisa.frazier1@verizon.net

Federal Tax ID #95-1896906. $30 of your reservation price is tax deductible.


